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TRAVELS WITH GANNON AND WYATT: BOTSWANA

CHILDREN’S BOOK TO BE RELEASED JUNE 1

Book Receives Rave Reviews from Reviewers, Teachers and Children

Aspen, Colo. – May 27, 2010 – Travels with Gannon and Wyatt: Botswana, the first book in an exciting new travel adventure series for children, will be released nationwide on Tuesday, June 1, 2010. The novel follows twin brothers Gannon and Wyatt, who arrive in Botswana for an African safari and get much more adventure than they bargained for when they set off into the wild in the hopes of saving a lioness and her cubs from a poacher. While on this journey, they encounter all of Africa’s Big Five—elephants, rhinos, Cape buffaloes, leopards and lions—only to discover that the most dangerous predator in the African bush is not the king of beasts, but man himself. 

Travels with Gannon and Wyatt: Botswana, which is available at www.travelswithgannonandwyatt.com and www.amazon.com, costs $19.95 and includes an educational DVD. The book has already received impressive reviews from children, teachers and reviewers. Kirkus Discoveries states: “Young, would-be adventurers or armchair travelers will enjoy exploring with these two straightforward, engaging personalities—and will learn a lot in the process.” Alex Masri with the Sacramento Book Review writes: “Botswana has rarely had a portrayal that so accurately captures the physical and emotional spirit of Africa… This is a brilliant first of what I hope will be many books in a travel-novel series.” 

The book’s June 1 release date makes it a great choice for adventurous kids ages eight to 15 and older to keep their reading skills sharp over summer vacation. According to Scholastic Books, when children are provided with 10 to 20 self-selected children’s books at the end of the regular school year, as many as 50 percent not only maintain their skills, but actually make reading gains. While it's a fast-paced fun read, Travels with Gannon and Wyatt: Botswana also educates kids about Africa’s environment and wildlife, responsible tourism, and conservation. The educational DVD contains real photos and interviews with Gannon and Wyatt, as well as photos of the people and animals they encountered in Africa. A portion of the proceeds of the book will be donated to the Bushmen of the Kalahari.

About the Authors

Patti Wheeler’s love of books sparked a desire to travel and see the world. For years, it has been her goal to create a children’s book series that instills the spirit of exploration in young people. Travels with Gannon and Wyatt: Botswana—and future books on the Great Bear Rainforest, Egypt, China and other books—is the realization of her dream. Wheeler is the founder of Claim Stake Productions/Publishing, executive producer and director of the TV pilot Travels with Gannon and Wyatt Off the Beaten Path: Egypt and she co-wrote, with Keith Hemstreet, the screenplay Botswana, which was an official selection of the 2010 Beverly Hills Film Festival. 
Keith Hemstreet studied at Florida State University and earned an MBA from Appalachian State University. He worked as a producer/writer on the television series Playground Earth, an extreme sports variety show broadcast on Fox Sports Net. His writing has been nominated as a finalist for the Pirate’s Alley/Faulkner Award, the New Century Writer’s Award and the Zoetrope Screenwriting Competition. 
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